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To the number of the Letter of the Alphabet the word begins 
with, add 7. 

Example, &ar is the word for October, and f the fixth Letter: 
Wherefore the Sun enters into the 8 th Sign, to wit, Scorpio, on 
the i$th of October. 

An Account of fome Books. 

I. PETRI LAMBECII LIB. PRIMUS PRODROMI 
HISTORIC LITE RA R L/£ , &c.- 

T He Author of this Book is now the Hifloriographer and Li¬ 
brary-keeper to the Emperour. He pub I idl’d this Volume 
fome few years ago at Hamburgh , the place of his Birth, (whence 
an Exemplar was but lately lent to the Pubhfher.) He was exci¬ 
ted to this Work by the complaint made by the illuftrious Lord 
Verulam , ( Lib. 2. cap. 4. deAttgm. Scientiarum ) of the want of a 
compleat Hijlory of Learnings that might give a fat is factory Ac¬ 
count of the Rife, Progrefs, Tranfmigrations, Interruptions, 
Declinations,and Reftaurations of all kind of Learning.Sciences, 
Arts,, and Inventions.; together with the occafton of Inventions 
through.*// Arts; the method of teaching, and the manner of im¬ 
proving and advancing them: Adding the various Setts, and the 
mod: famous Controverts among the Learned ; the Encourage¬ 
ments they received; the chief Writings they compofed; their 
'Schools , Academies , Societies, Coll edges, Succ ejjions, Orders, and 
whatever belongs to the fate of Learning. 

This grand Dejideratum our Author undertakes to fupply the 
World with, and in order thereunto, hath given us the firft 
Book of the Prodromes of this Hiftory, and with it the four frjl 
Chapters of the Second Book , together with an Appendix , contai¬ 
ning a summary of the chief Perfons and Things he intends more 
fully and .accurately to treat of in the remaining 32 Chapters, 
defigned for the fame feeond Book: To which, he lubjoins two 
Tables of Vniverfal chronography, in the firft whereof he exhibits 
the fuccefiion of all Ages From the Creation of the World to 
the beginning of the common chrifiian Account 5 in the other, a 
Continuation of them from the beginning of the faid Account 
unto this prefent Age: In which Tables, he gives a general Idea of 
the Connexion of all Ages, as they are computed in refpedl of the 
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Vulgar- CbtifiiAft account, either by afcending to the Crcatiqft.of 
the \Vorld, or by defcending to our Age: He a!fo for the lake of 
this Work acquaints the Reader, that he betook himfelf to the 
Explication and Caftigation of the Bibliotheca Chronologica Claf- 
Jiconm ex futhorum JOHANNIS JACOBI F RISII 
Tigurim■ fubftituting, as he affirms , a true Calculation in the 
place of thefalfe one, reducing the Authors, therqenurwjratsd, 
to the true time of their Ag^difttnguifhing what is fuppofiti- 
tious from genuine,and adding many things that were unhappi¬ 
ly omitted. Which done, he faith, he proceeded froth this Ac¬ 
count of the Succeffion of the iliuftrious Writers, to the Hiftory 
of the Origin, Increase, Nature, and Confutation of ail ProfeffionS, 
Sciences, and Arts, chufing the Eight Books of P 0 zr DO RE 
VIKG j~L de rerum Inventoribus • and DIOGENES L A- 
ERTIUS , De Vitis, & Doontatibusveteru' Graci# PhilofophoYitm - 
as alfo, the Eight Books or J 0 HAN NES CM. / D DEN- 
DO R P I US Di Celebribtts Univerfi Or bis. ACAD E- 

M I IS. 

He excufetlt himfelf for having made no further progrefs in 
this defirable Work, alledging the difficulty and trouble of 
the Undertaking, the unavoidable interruptions he hath met 
with, and the narrownefs of a private Man’s fortune to carry on 
lb chargeable an. Attempt, requiring a Royal encouragement 
and affiftance. 

II. THOMsE CORNEL!I Confentini PROGYMNASMATA. 

PHYSICA. 

This Author, a Friend to th e Cartejian Philofophyj entertains 
the Curious in this Book with feven Exercit at ions', viz; 

i . De Ratione Philofophandi: Where in the genuine Students of 
Natural Philofophy he firfl requires theftudy of Matheniatickr, 
to accuftom their Minds to a fixed Attention, and to ftyitt Rea:- 
foning 5 and next directs themto ftudy Nature it felf, and to la¬ 
bour after a true Hiftory of Nature: recommending/^^and- 
particularly the ufe of chffiniflrj, as an excellent keytb opeh het 
Treafures, and the ftudy of Mt chant cal ' P r inc ipies, as nearly al¬ 
lied to thofe of Nature. 


Si De l 



( 577 ) 

2. De Rerum Net nr alium InitiU : Where he mentions the fe¬ 
deral Hypothecs and Principles of Philofophers, and approves of 
the Cartefiaa , Cfteeming, that none ever looked fo like truth, as 
thole ; though he thinks them defedlive in this, that how well 
jbevcr they Ihew the production of things out of Matter vari- 
oufly modified, yet they feem not to have ftifficiently accounted 
for the efficient power thereof. 

3. De Univerjitate: Where he feems to be in a Maze, and 
thinks. That the structure of th tUniverfe hath not been under- 
ftood hitherto, nor will eafily be hereafter. 

4. De Sole: Which Luminary he is inclin’d to believe to be a 
kind of flaming Fire, appearing in a.Telefcope. like a Caldr.on full 
of boyling Metal'j where alfo he difcourfes of the nature of Light , 
Heat, and Flame • and affirms Light (as other [enjihle Qualities) 
to be not iii the Objeff but th q Sentient $ as Pain is not in the 
Srvorcl, but in the Animal wounded by the Sword. 

5. De Generatione Hominis : Where, diftinguilhing between 
Genitura and Semen, and making dit former to be that fubftance, 
which either Sex furnilhes to the Fatus , and the latter , the Con¬ 
crete of both Parents, He is of opinion, that that which he calls 
Genitura , confifts of two things, rid. a Craffe liquor, manifeft to 
fenle ♦ and of a very fubtil and refined : fubftance, containing 
all 'the virtue of Generation, and lodged in the formes as its re¬ 
ceptacle : Which having eftablifh’d, he affirms, thatgrofler part 
of the Geniture not to be Blood elaborated, but a Juice, fecre- 
ted from the Blood, and being ftrained through the Corpus vari~ 
cofum or plexus pampiniformis (wherein the feminal Arteries are 
by innumerable Anaftomofes' Co combined and interwoven with 
Fein/, that very hardly any naked eye can difeern a Vein from an 
Artery) it paffeth into peculiar fit Veflels, and is of a colour like 
that of tlie White, of an Egg. As to the Formation of the Feet us, 
heefteems That, before the appearance of any Blood, or the fra¬ 
ming of any Member, there are form’d all the Lineaments of the 
Animal to come, though indifcernibly 5 udiich he endeavours to 
make out very particularly, interweaving feme Animadvcrfions 
on Authors of differing.fentiments, and mentioning feveral not 
unpliilolbphical Hints. 

e, De Nutricatione: Here the Author obferves fome things- in 
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the structure of the Stomach, which he thinks highly confide- 
rable for the underftandingofthe a&ion and ufeof this Fifcus, and 
hitherto not taken notice of by others that he knows. Then he 
teachetb, that tne Food is not digefted in the Stomach by Heat, 
nor by acid diffolving Juices only, but that many Caufes con¬ 
curring to that digeftion, the Aliment is there fermented both 
by the warmth of the Stomach it felf, and of the neighbouring 
parts,but efpecially by the acrimonious ftearas that pais through 
th eGafirick and Splenick Arteries into the Stomach, which ad¬ 
vances alfo its Conco&ion by its compreffing and relaxing mo¬ 
tions, and is affifted by an apt Liquor, bedewing, difTolving,and 
diluting the Meat, and Co converting it into a Pulfe or Cream-* 
like fubftance. Next , he teacheth, that th e chyle pafleth not 
through the milky Veins (fq called by Aj'ellim) to the Liver , 
nor all of it through the Channel of Pecquet to the Heart, but a 
great part of it through the common Veins of the Stomach and 
the Mefentcry, to the Liver. Nor will he admit, that the San¬ 
guification is performed in anyone part of the Animal, as the pe¬ 
culiar Shop or Elaboratory of it, whether Liver, Heart, Spleen, 
efic. Nor that the parts are increafed and nourifhed by the red 
part of the Blood j but that, as to the former a< 5 fion, it is done 
by the means of a Liquor, and by hot fleams, giving the red co¬ 
lour to t he Chyle, as Cbymifis ufe to change white Juices into red , 
by the affufion of Oyl of sulphur, or the like Liquors; that red- 
nels being much advanced by the motion and agitation of ,the 
blood in the Veins and Arteries. But as to the Utter, vid. the 
Nutrition, it is performed by that whitifh Juiie, which is mixed 
with the Blood, and feparated from it by theftraining Glandules 
of the Body. 

To thefe particulars he adds feveral not unconfiderable re¬ 
marks touching the Gall, spleen, Lympbatick Vefiels,&c. Obfer- 
viog alfo, that the whole kind of Birds isdeftitutcof milky Vef- 
(els ; and occafionally taking notice, that Worms are bred in a|- 
moft all the parts of Animal Bodies 5 of which be alledge.s very 
odd Obfervations and Hiftories. 

7. De Vita : This he affirms to confift in the continued mo¬ 
tion of the Blood, depending from that of the*Heartj yet Co, 
that this latter proceeds not from the heat of the Blood (as Des 
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Cartes would have it) but the moift fteams and expirations of 
the Heart. 

As far Refpintion , he thinks it a vain opinion,that thereby the 
heat of the Blood is temper’d and allay’d * but affirms, that it is 
therefore neceffary, becaufe that the Blood, which out of the 
right Ventricle of the Heart is propelled into the Lungs, in fuch 
Animals, as arefurnilh’d with them.cannot pafs into the/<?/£,un- 
Jels the Air,breathed in,do fwe!l and diftend the fmall branches 
of the Windpipe; it being from thence, that the ramifications 
of the Arterial Vein, through which the blood muft pafs, are 
comprefs’d,. and the blood therein incloled is protruded into the 
branches! of the venal Artery: For the proof of which, he al¬ 
ledges divers Obfervations. Adding withali, that fince Animals, 
whiift they are. in the Womb, refpire not, there being peculiar 
dnttus's, by which the blood pafieth into the Aorta y without paf- 
fing through the Lungs,as it always doth in Animals deftitute of 
Lungs 5 he doubts not,but that with art and care thofe Channels 
may be preferved unabolifht, and made to grow and to be per¬ 
fected with the other parts of the Animal, fo that grown men 
may be brought to live the life of Amphibious Creatures. Nor 
doth he think this very difficult, in regard, that if their mouths 
and nofes were from their very infancy often ftopt every day,and 
their breath fo long intercepted,whiift the blood pafieth through 
thofe Du&us’s into the left Ventricle of the Heart and the great 
Artery, the faid pafiages would never be dried up: To confirm 
the poffibility. whereof, he alledges Examples of divers , who 
from their Childhood being given to fwimming and diving and 
fo to the holding of their breath, did thereby fo.preferve thofe 
Channels from being dried up, that upon occafion they could 
ftay a great while under water, as Amphihiumsuk to do, 

LES ESSAYS P HYSIQUES dit Sieur BE LA UN AT, 
Lav. premier . 

HP His Learned Man having prOpoled to himfelf to go through 
1 the- whole Body of Natural philosophy , by the way of L^ays, 
divides chat Syftem into three Parts j whereof 

The Pirjl being General, is to treat of what, is common to all 
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Bodies, both Superiour and Inferiour . and is divided again into 
fix Books,whereof the fir ft confiders the Univerfe in general •> the 
ffcond is to difqourfe of PUce^ Vacuum, and Time, things as ge* 
neral as the World ^ the third, of the material -Principles of all 
Bodies ; the fourth, of their efficient Caufe; the fifth, of their 
natural Qualities 5 and the fi'xth, of Motion, Generation, and Cor¬ 
rupt ion of Bodies inanimate and animate. 

Th efecond part is to examine the CeUfiial Bodies . The third 
fhall treat of the Terrefirial, viz. the Elements, Meteors,.Mine¬ 
rals, Plants, Brutes, Men. 

Of this Work is now printed the firfi Book of the firjl Part, 
coniifting of five Diflertations. 

The firfi is about the preliminary Queftions of Phyfiology. 
The ficond inqmreth whether the Univerfe is compounded of ma¬ 
ny Worlds. The Third is of the Syftem of the World, its Mag¬ 
nitude, and Figure. The fourth examins, whether the World be 
animated i The fifth, whether it hath been or could be from Eter¬ 
nity^ The fixth is concerning the End of the World. 

IV. FRANC ISC I Dll LAURENS SPEC1MINA MATHE- 
A1ATICA, dtiobus Libris comprehenfia. 

Hortim Prior, SYNTHETICUS, agit de Genuinis Mathefeos 
Principiis in genere 3 in fpecie autem de Ter is Geometric Elenientis 
hucufque nondum tradit is. 

Pofterior, ANALYTICU.S, de Methodo Compofitionis atque 
Refolittionis fuje differ it, fir mult a nova complcElitur , qu.z fubtillfli- 
mam Analyfeos Artem mirum in modum promovent. 

ERRATA, forgot to be correfted fooner. 

I N N° 28 . Pag. $21. lin.22, 23. T.Shetoo^dqg (even Before the wound was heaVd up) was 
with puppy, p. 52$. 1 . 8. r. Anfwers that JhaiL ibid, 1 .20. r. Mineral Queries. p. 532, 
I. x8.delev/*:. P* *> 3 5 • 1 - 2. r. impelled at the Nofe* ibid. 1 .15. r. Grand poijfou. 

In N°29* P- 54 I* I*i8. r. An intimation . p.544. T- from the Indexes, ibid.I.22. 
dele and as* p. 545, L 21. r, breath out . - p. 548. h 18. r. with wind or * 
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